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Local Law No. 12 of the year 2017
A local law to amend Chapter 227 (signs) of the Code of the Village of Cooperstown to regulate the
placement of sandwich board signs
(Insert Title)
Be it enacted by the Board of Trustees of the
(Name of Legislative Body)

Connty
City of Cooperstown as follows:
Town
Village

Section 1. Section 227-2 (B) of the Code of the Village of Cooperstown is amended to add new definitions as follows.

FIXED-LOCATION ESTABLISHMENT — Any real property or portion thereof from which one or more services or
one or more articles of merchandise are sold, or one or more Not-For-Profit Organizations operates. Restaurants and
other businesses in which light manufacturing or processing are incidental to the sale of goods or services on the same
premises are included in this definition. Home occupations and exterior lots for the display and sale of vehicles, heavy
equipment, or manufactured housing are excluded from this definition. Vendors permitted under Chapter 276 and
Vending, Peddling and Soliciting permitted under Chapter 277 are also excluded from this definition.

SIGN, SANDWICH BOARD — A freestanding portable sign composed of two panels set up in a triangle shape,
hinged along the top, to form an inverted V.

Section 2. § 227-6 Specific Provisions of the Code of the Village of Cooperstown is amended by renumbering
subsection C (Prohibited signs) as subsection D and subsection D (Supplemental provisions) as subsection E, and by
adding thereto a new subsection C as follows.

(C)  Sandwich board signs.

(a) Sandwich board signs shall not exceed two feet in width, with a maximum height of 42 inches.

(b) A sandwich board sign may only be used to advertise or promote an associated fixed-location establishment.

(¢) Only one sandwich board sign may be used for its associated fixed-location establishment.

(d) A sandwich board sign may only be displayed during the regular business hours of its fixed-location
establishment and shall be removed at the end of the business day.
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(e) A sandwich board sign shall be constructed from durable materials, compatible with the materials of the
building served. and present a finished appearance. Wood and metal are traditional, recommended materials.
Plastic is not recommended. Rough-cut plywood or particle board sandwich board signs are prohibited.

(f) Sandwich board signs may not be anchored to the sidewalk, or attached or chained to poles or other structures

or appurtenances.

(g) Sandwich board signs must be weighted down or removed if winds gust to 20 miles per hour or more.

(h) Sandwich board signs may not be illuminated.

() Sandwich board signs may not be placed between the sidewalk and curb, whether that area is tree lawn or
pavers.

(i) Sandwich Board signs allowed without a permit. A sandwich board sign may be used without a permit if all
the following conditions are met.

[1] The sandwich board sign shall be placed on private property on the same parcel as the fixed-location
establishment.

[2] The sandwich board sign shall be placed so as not to interfere with or obstruct vehicular or pedestrian
traffic and a minimum of five feet of unobstructed passage must be maintained on any sidewalk.

(k) Sandwich Board signs allowed with a permit. A sandwich board sign may be used on public property if all the
following conditions are met and a permit received.

[1] An applicant for a sandwich board sign permit shall apply as set forth in § 227-4 (C) (1), except no fee
shall be required.

[2] The application shall be accompanied by a scaled drawing that depicts the associated building’s width,
the distance from the wall of the building to the street, the location at which the proposed sandwich
board sign will be placed, and the entrance to the associated fixed-location establishment.

[3] The applicant shall provide proof of liability insurance in an amount determined from time to time by

resolution of the Board of Trustees, which names the Village as an additional insured.

[4] The Planning Board may only grant a sandwich board sign permit if it finds that the sandwich board
sign’s placement will not interfere with or obstruct vehicular or pedestrian traffic, and that a
minimum of five feet of unobstructed passage will be maintained on the sidewalk.

[5] In cases where a building adjoins a public sidewalk, a sandwich board sign shall be no more than one
foot from the fagade of the building.

() The Village of Cooperstown reserves the right and power to order the removal of sandwich board signs at any
time because of anticipated or actual problems or conflicts in the use of the sidewalk area. These situations
include, but are not limited to pedestrian traffic, festivals, parades, marches, road races, repairs to the street
or sidewalk, or any emergencies occurring in the area.

Section 3. § 227-6 (D) (4) (d) of the Code of the Village of Cooperstown is amended as follows.

No sign shall be portable except for temporary A-frame signs on residential parcels (See F igure 13) or as permitted by
§ 227-6 (C).

Section 4. EFFECTIVE DATE

This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State of the State of New York.
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Graphic Sketches of Common Sign Types
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public walkway

13. Sandwich Board on Public Property
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